Marine EXpO rtS VOIU me Release date: 5 October 2018
April 2018

Apr 18 Mar 18 Feb 18 Jan 18

Total Volume (metric tons) 8.3 51.4 48.0 37.6
Tuna 4.4 39.9 38.1 31.9
Snapper 3.9 5.2 5.6 5.7
Others 0.0 6.4 4.3 -

Aqguarium Products (pieces) 17,559 32,413 16,689 28,801

Note: Numbers may not add up to the total volume due to rounding error.

Marine exports decline due to less catch during the month

Aquarium exports Figure 1: Aquarium products
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was not favourable during the month for fishing of aquarium
products.

However, the total exported aquarium products rose over the year by 24,542 pieces (18.3%) due to a 39,101 pieces
(53.7%) increase in exported invertebrates followed by a 406 pieces increase in shellfish. This was partially offset
by a decline in the export of all other aquarium products such as live hard coral, soft coral, and live fish over the
year.

Marine products Figure 2: Total Marine Exports Volume
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driven by an 825.0 metric tons (37.7%) decrease in tuna exports due to lower number of foreign vessels registered
to fish the Tongan waters. This was followed by a 71.6 metric tons and 26.8 metric tons fall in the export of snapper
and shark meat respectively which outweighed a rise in the volume of exported seaweed.

Export Proceeds

The decline in exports coincided with a $0.3 million (56.8%) Figure 3: Marine Exports Proceeds
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Outlook

The Reserve Bank expects the volume of fisheries export to decline in the near term due to less foreign vessels with
higher operation capacity which are available to fish the Tongan waters. However, the on-going initiatives from the
Ministry of Fisheries may help to increase and sustain the supply of fisheries product and contribute to increase the
total exports. Such initiatives include the Seafood Export Market Development including Market Development for
Pearl which explores new markets to increase opportunities for fisheries exporters and pearl farmers in both Vava'u
and Ha’apai. The Aquaculture Management and Development Plan consists of preparations to develop and improve
seaweed planting and marketing. Additionally, the National Strategy on Aquatic Biosecurity which deals with
biological risks in aquatic environments. The fisheries sector continues to benefit from the duty exemptions policy
on fuel and fishing gear and the initiatives of the Government’s Fisheries Development and Export Fund (FDEF)
through the Government Development Loans facilitated by the Tonga Development Bank.

Marine Export Volumes
Month-ended Year-ended Share of total
Apr 18 Mar 18 Feb 18 Jan 18 Apr 18 Apr 17 Sample ave.
Total Marine Products (in metric tons) 8.3 51.4 48.0 37.6 1,539.9 2,426.0 100.0
Shark Meat - 2.8 4.3 - 47.3 74.1 3.1
Snapper 3.92 5.17 5.6 5.7 86.8 158.4 5.6
Tuna 4.4 39.9 38.1 31.9 1,364.4 2,189.3 88.6
Others 0.0 3.6 - 0.0 414 4.2 2.7
Total Aquarium Products (in pieces) 17,559 34,352 16,689 28,801 158,963 134,421 100.0
Livefish 183 529 322 531 7,221 10,803 4.5
Invertebrate 16,240 27,991 14,830 24,990 111,959 72,858 70.4
Live Hard Coral 527 3,016 719 1,587 20,854 29,242 13.1
Shellfish - 584 194 - 2,427 2,021 1.5
Soft Coral 609 2,232 624 1,693 16,502 19,497 10.4
Source: Ministry of Fisheries
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